BLABY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL . 


A H N U A L R E ,P  0 R T 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  .HEALTH 
for  the  year  1942. 


us  -S-S.Sr 


BIABY  RURAL  ^DISTRICT  J30UNCIL, 

A Jl  N U A L R _E  P _0  JRJE . 

of  the 

MEDICAL  t OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 
for  the  year  1942. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I has  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  of  your 
district  for  the  year  1942. 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  (civilian) 
population  is  35,740  which  is  560  less  than  the  estimate  for 
the  previous  year. 


Births 

, legitimate 

M.  323  1 

?.  264 

Total 

587 

it 

illegitimate 

M.  13  I 

?.  12 

Total 

25 

Totals % 

536 

276 

612 

Birth-rate 

• • • » • • 

• • • • • • 

rx-Trg 

0 9 0 

0 0 0 

rtrxa 

17-1 

Birth-rate 

for  England  & 1 

dales 

• 00 

• •9 

15-8 

Still-hirths . 22  (none  v/ere  illegitimate). 

Deaths.  Males  148.  Females  170  Total  318 

Non-civilian  deaths  are  excluded. 


Crude  Death-rate  8*9 

Comparative  death-rate.  R.G’s  factor  not  available. 
Death-rate  (Civilian)  for  England  & Wales  ...  11*6 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  ...  31 

Male  13  Female  18.  (F.2,  illegitimate) 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  births  ...  50 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  & Wales  ...  49 
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Causes  of  Death- 


The  chief  causes  of  death  were:  Heart  Disease , 75 ; Cancer , 51; 
Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions  (“stroke”),  37:  Pneumonia,  15; 

Bronchitis,  14;  Tuberculosis,  17. 

Amongst  the  zymotic  diseases  there  were  3 from  diphtheria  (none 
of  these  amongst  immunised  children);  one  each  from  cerebro-spinal 
fever,  and  acute  inf,  encephalitis.  There  were  no  deaths  from  typhoid 
fever,  scarlet  fever,  whooping  cough  or  measles. 

Comments  om  Statistics . 

The  tuberculosis  deaths,  17,  are  still  a little  higher  than  normal, 
the  average  for  the  five  pre-war  years,  1935-9  being  only  15;  but  they 
have  fallen  from  the  high  figure  of  25  for  1941. 

The  crude  death  rate,  8*9,  compares  with  9*1  for  the  five  pre-war 
years,  so  is  practically  the  same.  The  infant  mortality  of  50  per  1000 
births  compares  with  34,  so  shows  an  increase,  but  the  figure  50  cannot 
be  considered  really  unsatisfactory  in  view  of  war  conditions.  More- 
over the  average  pre-war  figure,  1935-9,  for  England  and  Wales  was  55. 

When  we  consider  that  1942  was  the  third  year  of  the  greatest  war 
the  world  has  ever  known,  and  when  we  consider  too  the  terrible  condi- 
tions and  resulting  high  death  rate  in  so  many  countries,  one  feels 
justified  in  saying  that  the  vital  statistics  for  Blaby , in  common  with 
those  for  the  whole  of  this  counrty,  continue  to  be  surprisingly  good. 
We,  in  this  country,  have  indeed  very  much  to  be  thankful  for. 

As  regards  the  birthrate,,  the  figure  for  Blaby,  as  with  the  rest 
of  the  country,  has  gone  up.  There  were  612  births  as  against  505  in 
1941,  and  an  average  of  467  for  the  five  pre-war  years. 


PREVALENCE  OP  AMD  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  .DISEASE 
Incidence  of  Not if i ab 1 e Disease 


Disease 


Total  Cases  Total  Deaths, 

reported ~ 


Scarlet  Fever  69 
D phtheria  30 
Pneumonia  34 
Enteric  Fever  0 
Erysipelas  21 
Measles  312 
Puerperal  Pyrexia  4 
Whooping  Cough  12 


Cerebro-spinal  Fever 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Other  cases 


0 

3 

15 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 


Scarlet  fever.  The  parishes  chiefly  affected  were:  Braunstone,  19; 
Blaby,  16;  Cosby,  10;  Enderby,  8;  Whetstone,  Narbor ough  and  Sapcoto 
each  3. 

Diphtheria.  Braunstone,  8;  Narbor ough,  6;  Enderby,  5;  Blaby, . Countes- 
thorpe  and  Ctlenfield,  2 each. 

Measles  Braunstone,  99;  Blaby,  35;  Countesthorpe,  22;  Kirby  Muxloe,  17; 
Glen  Parva  and  Leicester  Forest  East,  14  each. 
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Measles  continued,  prevalent  in  the  District,  hut  whooping  cough 
almost  disappeared,  there  being  12  cases  reported  as  against  266  in 
the  previous  year.  Scarlet  fever  also  showed  a marked  diminution, 
there  being  only  69  cases  against  102.  There  were  50  cases  of  diph- 
theria compared  with  44  and  53  in  the  two  previous  years.  There  were 
no  cases  of  typhoid  fever. 

There  were  three  deaths  from  diphtheria  and  one  from  cerebro- 
spinal fever. 


DIPIITnER  IA  IliMUNI  SAT  I ON . 

Nov/  that  immunisation  against  diphtheria  has  become  a national 
measure,  v/e  may  assume  that  it  has  come  to  stay;  and  in  the  future  it 
is  likely  to  constitute  an  important  part  of  the  work  of  all  public 
health  authorities. 

In  these  districts,  as  in  the  Bla'by  and  Lutterworth  Rural,  where 
this  work  is  being  carried,  out  personally  by  the  M.O.H.,  it  will 
necessarily  take  up  a large  part  of  his  time.  In  addition  to  the  time 
occupied  in  the  actual  immunisation  sessions,  and  in  travelling  to  and 
from  the  different  centres,  often  widely  scattered,  a very  large  amount 
of  clerical  work  is  entailed  in  fixing  up  the  dates  and  places  of  the 
sessions  and  in  notifying  parents,  also  in  the  keeping  of  the  necessary 
records,  in  the  statistical  work  involved,  and  in  the  making  of  period- 
ical returns.  Some  indication  of  the  amount  of  correspondence  entailed 
is  shown  by  the  fact  that  postap;e  (largely  Id  stamps)  in  connection  with 
diphtheria  immunisation  work  in  the  Blaby  R.D.  amounted  to  £5.19. 3?t  in 
the  12  months. 

During  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1942,  your  M.O.H.  has  held 
52  immunisation  sessions  at  the  21  centres  shown  in  the  following  table, 
which  also  gives  the  number  of  children  a each  centre  who  completed  the 
course  of  two  injections.  These  figures  do  not  include  those  children 
in  the  area  who  were  immunised  by  other  doctors. 


Pi phther ia.  Immunisation 
during  JL2  months ~e  n d. ing  31st  December,  1942, 
( Case' s Tmmuni s e d "by  Ufo . 11 1 J ~ 


Centre  j No.  of  Sessions 

Children 
Under  5 

immunised 

Over  5 

Blaby  School 

3 

61 

42 

Bra uns tone  I . W . C . 

5 

94 

7 

Cosby  Infant  School 

3 

19 

17 

Countesthorpe : 

Council  School 

3 

35 

16 

Church  School 

3 

11 

16 

Cottage  Homes 

2 

1 

2 

Enderby  ? 

Modern  School 

1 

4 

Junior  School 

1 

9 

4 

Glen  Hills  School 

3 

21 

17 

Glenfield  School 

4 

45 

66 

Holmfield  Avenue  School 

3 

31 

58 

Huncote  School 

1 

1 

7 

Kilby  School 

1 

(carried  forward) 

Kirby  Muxloe  School 

3 

15 

12 

Narborough  Infants  School 

3 

49 

17 

Ravenhurst  Road  School 

4 

75 

69 

Sapcote  School 

2 

8 

9 

South  Wigs ton  Modern  School 

1 

— 

5 

Stoney  Stanton  School 

2 

28 

46 

Thurlaston  School 

2 

7 

6 

Whetstone  School 

2 

16 

11 

52 

52S 

fa  t T— j 

431 

3. 


The  total  number  of  children  immunised  is  necessarily  less  than 
in  1941  as  so  many  children  in  the  District  have  already  been  immunised. 
Consequently , the  children  now  being  done  are  largely  infants  who  have 
attained  the  immunisation  age.  But  some  children  are  nov  coming  forward 
(1943) for  re-immunisation*  which  is  recommended  after  an  interval  of, 
say,  four  or  five  years,  for  the  protection  conferred  by  immunisation 
will  not  last  indefinitely.  The  number  of  cases  for  re-immunisation 
will  doubtless  increase  rapidly  with  the  lapse  of  time,  and  the  figures 
for  these  will  be  shown  separately. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  report  that  no  immunised  child  in  the 
District  developed  diphtheria  during  the  year  under  review.  The  last 
such  case  was  in  December,  1941,  and  this  was  not  a clinical  case  with 
definite  symptoms  of  diphtheria,  but  one  in  which  the  diagnosis  was  only 
made  on  bacteriological  grounds.  We  must  not  expect,  however,  to  be 
always  so  fortunate,  because  we  know  that  immunisation  does  not  give 
complete  protection  in  every  cases  nor,  as  stated  above,  does  the  pro- 
tection last  indefinitely. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  report  that  very  few  children(as 
far  as  we  know)  suffered  from  obvious  reactions  after  receiving  their 
injections.  Occasionally  we  are  told  that  a child  had  a sore  arm 
lasting  for  a day  or  two  * and,  much  more  rarely,  a child  may  have  had 
to  stay  away  from  school  for  a few  days.  No  case  of  really  serious 
after-effects  was  reported.  The  majority  of  children  appear  to  suffer 
no  deleterious  after-effects. 

Ppo portion  of  Children  Immunised . 

As  regards  the  proportion  of  children  in  the  Blaby  District  who 
have  now  been  immunised  (up  to  end  of  194-2)  this  is  not  easy  to  estimate 


accurately. 

for  various  reasons. 

The  following  figures  are 

available 

No.  of  Children  immunised  by 
in  Report  for  1941  

M.O.H.  as 

• • • • • 

given 

• • • • 

Under  5. 

“?3<r~ 

Over  5. 

No.  of 

Children  immunised  by 

M.O.H.  in 

1942  .. 

760 

501 

1490 

2834 

To  these  must  be  added  some  129  children,  all  in  the  ’'over  5" 
group,  who  have  been  immunised  during  the  past  five  years  by  the  M.O.H. 
for  S.  Wigston(Dr.  Martin)  at  the  S. Wigs ton  Modern  Schools,  but  who 
reside  in  the  Blaby  District. 

Taking  these  into  consideration,  I estimate  that  the  proportion  of 
children  immunised  at  end  of  1942  was: 

Under  5 years,  50$ 

Over  5 years,  81$ 

It  is  always  more  difficult  to  obtain  a high  percentage  of  the 
children  in  the  "Under  5"  group,  as  these  children  are  not  attending 
school,  and  there  is  the  difficulty  of  getting  young  children  to  the 
immunisation  centre.  Moreover,  at  a school  where  the  children  are  all 
together,  the  force  of  example  plays  a large  part,  and  the  influence  of 
the  teachers  greatly  helps . 

The  above  estimate  does  not  take  into  consideration  children 
immunised  by  their  own  doctors  during  recent  years,  chiefly  before 
immunisation  became  a state  measure,  as  no  records  of  these  cases  are 
available. 

Card  Index  for  Children  Immunised . 

As  the  number  of  children  immunised  in  the  Blaby  District  now  runs 
into  several  thousands,  and  the  particulars  concerning  them  are 
scattered  amongst  several  registers,  and  as  many  children  have  changed 
their  addresses  since  they  were  done,  it  has  become  desirable  - indeed 
very  necessary,  if  proper  statistics  are  to  be  kept  - to  have  all  the 
names  and  relevant  particulars  filed  on  a card  index.  This  is  nov/ 
being  compiled  but  it  v/ill  entail  much  clerical  work,  and  in  view  of 
shortage  of  all  staffs,  v/ill  take  some  considerable  time  to  carry  through, 
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Laboratory  Work . 


In  connection  with  the  diagnosis  and  supervision  of  Infectious 
Disease  the  following  examinations  were  made  at  the  County  Council’s 
Laboratory: - 


Sputa  for  Tuberculosis  ...  115 

Swabs  for  Diphtheria  141 

Mills  examinations  (bacteriological)  203 

Urine  (General  and  bacteriological)  29 

Urine  for  Tuberculosis  20 

Foeces  for  B.  Tuphosus  1 

Blood  for  Wasserman  Test 7 

Films  for  gonococci . 3 

Sewage  and  water  analysis  10 

M is ce 1 lane o us  o » • , • . • • • • . • , . • • • , 7 
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S A1LETAIIY  ^CIROTMSjTAUCSS^  OF  THE  AREA. 

I regret  to  have  to  record  that  the  health  of  Mr.  A.  Stevens , 
your  Sanitary  Inspector,  has  given  cause  for  considerable  anxiety 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  year.  Mr.  Stevens  pluckily  carried  on 
with  his  work  as  well  as  he  possibly  could,  though  hardly  fit  to  do  so, 
and  the  Council  have  now  appointed  a permanent  Assist.  Inspector,  Mr. 
J.J.  Galsworthy,  who  commenced  duty  on  May  3rd,  1943, 

The  following  particulars  are  abstracted  from  Mr.  Stevens’  resort 
for  1942. 

( l)  Water . 

Six  samples  were  taken  from  wells  for  chemical  analysis;  all  were 
reported  to  be  unsatisfactory.  23  wells  v/ere  closed  for  drinking, 
but  retained  for  fire  purposes. 

There  are  16  parishes  with  water  from  public  mains,  and  one  is 
supplied  from  a private  reservoir;  but  six  have  still  no  piped  supply. 
This  is  a defect  calling  for  attention  when  times  are  more  normal. 

There  was  a temporary  shortage  of  water  at  Aston  Flamville,  due 
to  the  dry  summer,  and  at  Endcrby  through  insufficient  pressure. 

Drainage  .and  Sewerage . 

During  the  year  8 cesspools  v/ere  abolished.  At  the  end  of  1942 
there  were  151  remaining. 

Closet  Accomodation:- 

Fail-closets  replaced  by  water-carriage  30 

The  no.  of  pail  closets  in  the  District  is  2540:  of  W.C’s.  5015. 


ion  jpf  jthe__  Area : - 


Total  number  of  complaints  received  during  the  year 
(Most  of  these  referred  to  accumulations  of  ashes 
or  salvage  material.) 

Total  number  of  defects  or  nuisances  discovered 


• • # 


214 


83 


" notices  served  -Statutory  0 

Informal  48 


" " 11  notices  complied  with  Statutory  7 

(including  outstanding  notices  from^  Informal  55 

Shojgs  and  Offices g-  1941; 

Sanitary  conveniences.  Defects  found  9 Remedied  8 

+ 3 outstanding 

Ventilation  Defects  found  4 ”2 


48 


62 
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HOUSING - 

1 . Inspection  of  Dwelling-Houses  during  the  year : - 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  the  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  414 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  511 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head  (l) 
above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 

Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  and  1932  ...  74 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 

human  habitation  ...  . ....  17 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  43 

2 . Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of  Formal 

Notices : - ~ 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  Officers  ...  . . ...  ..  ...  ...  39 


3. 


4. 


Action  under  Statutory  Powers  ^cluriiig  the  year i - 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1933:- 

(l)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ... 


(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit 
(by  owners)  after  service  of  formal  notices  . 


(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts : - 

(l)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied 


(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices 


4 

4 


49 

37 


Housing  Act,  1955.,  Overcrowding . 


(a)  i. 
ii. 

lii . 

(b) 

( c)  i. 
ii. 


Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  end  of  year 
Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 
Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein 

Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 
during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  > . . • 

Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases 


29 

37 

208 


13 


16 

92 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OP  FOOD . 

Milk: - 


The  Sanitary 

Inspector  submits 

the  following 

particulars 

for 

the  year:- 

Retailers : 

No. 

on  Register 

• • • * 

• • O 

9 0 0 

12 

(Other  than 
Cow  Keepers) . 

No. 

of  inspections 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

9 0 0 

9 0 0 

12 

14 

No. 

of  contraventions 

found 

0 9 0 

0 • 

No. 

of  contraventions 

remedied 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

13 

6 


Cowkeepers : 
( including 
producers 
who . retail 
their  ovm 
milk) . 


No.  on  Register 
No.  of  insoecti 
No.  of  contraventions 


169 

154 


No.  of  inspections  of  premises  

Round . Remedied. 

49  60  (including  18 

from  1941) 


Licenses  were  granted  to  one  Dealer  in  ''Accredited1'  Milk  and 
to  one  in  Pasteurized  Milk. 


20  Designated  milk  samples  and  25  other  samples  were  submitted 
for  examination  at  the  County  Laboratory.  Only  5 of  the  former 
and  4 of  the  latter  failed  to  re  .oh  the  required  degree  of  "bacterial 
cleanliness. 


MEAT  AI'TD^OTHER  ^P00_D_S . 

Private  slaughter  houses:- 

No.  of  regional  slaughter  houses  21 

No.  of  animals  slaughtered  518 

No.  of  animals  examined  ...  196 


I have  the  honour  to  "be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

C.  KILLICK  MILLARD. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


The  G-ilroes, 
Leicester. 

14th  June,  1943 
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